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To the uninitiated it may appear that tha daily Ufa of the pro- 
fessional oode expert is one succession of thrilling episodes and startling 

9 

exposes* Little is heard of the days, weeks, oven months of tedious, patient 
labor that he expends on a single oaae - often fruitless in its results* for 
to boast of an ability to unravel any cryptogram whatsoever mky at onoe be 
taken as an indication that the one having tha hardihood to make such a boaat 
has a great deal yet to learn of the subject* It la true that Edgar Allan foe 
declared, without any reservations whatsoever, that "human ingenuity cannot 
oonooot a cipher whioh human Ingenuity cannot resolve"] but if a oareful in- 
vestigation of foe's qualifications and ability as a oipher expert be aids, 
and if an inquiry into the reeord of his achievements in solving really complex 
cryptograms be undertaken, it will be found that heither by actual experience 
nor by virtue of a wide, theoretical knowledge of the subject was Foe really 
warranted in making the declaration in the form he did* Indeed, to the un- 
biased student of the subject it will soon appear that in cryptography, as in 
the other scientific subjects upon whioh he wrote so glibly, Poe somewhat over- 

t 

estimated the amount, accuracy, and value of the information ha possessed* But 
lest 1 seem to sot the part of a oarping oritio, let me hasten to add that com- 
pared. with the amount of Information on cryptography possessed by the great 
majority of Intelligent people during his time, or even today, foe's knowledge 
of the subject is worthy of notice, if not surprise* 

One unfamiliar with the tedious and exhausting labor .that is tha lot 
of the cryptographer can have no adequate Idea of the part that patience and a 
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determination to suooeed play in the solution of eooplax cryptogram* hr* 

, tunof iy, however, not all cryptogram# *re extremely dlffioult, wad many aro 
exceedingly simple, even in omm where oampHoated systems of cryptography 
night he axpeetod to he encountered* An n amin g experience, not without its 

thrill, mny illustrate such a oaae* 

On a particularly dark: and dismal morning net ao long ago, while in 
the midst of an extended and imrolted hit ef analyeia that unaxpaotedly lean- 
ed to offer hope, the telephone rang* 

* Inspector Q*— oalling, dr** 

"fall hfcia 2*11 sail hi* h*ok in an hour, 2 don't want 

, ' V 

to loae tho thread of thU*, 2 direoted* 

"Pardon, air, hut the inepeotor eaye it 1 # irery urgent, 

and he*# aending gaptain B— right down*# ( 

"All right* Maybe i'll he finished with this oaloulation ’ 

*t ■ 

by the tine he arrives". 

In about fifteen minutes there wee a knook* captain B»» and Oateo- 
Uve K— entered* they were in a elate of greet excitement. The Captain 
spoke rapidly* 

•Barer 1 # the layout* for same time paet.ve-'ve bean an , 
the track of a gang ef international smugglers working on the border. 

Liquor, dope, alien* *n an bn. The sliekeet outfit w»»we *W run into, end 
the neat dangerous* They don't atop at anything - but we're asm had tho 
goods on 'em* At least until now. Two days ago one of our naa who waa shadow- 
ing a woman nixed up with the gang saw her drop a letter into agnail boat. 

Post offioo tamed it oyer to hia on hie request* He »eab it on ^special de- 
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livery and it just arrived* Hare it is, and it's addressed to the ring 
leader* t.e'rs sure it has valuable information, but nobody down at head- 
quarters oan make head or tail out of it because it's in code* the in- 
spector says it's now up to you to make good on your reputation, an 1 lie's 
get tin* ready to olose in on 'em right away, because he's sure this oode'll 
give him the right lead* fee need speed an 1 lota of it"* 

I reached for the paper* A quiok glance told me that the cipher - 
for that's what it was, and not, a cods ms stags (there's o lot of differonot) • 
was of a almplo variety* 

"feell, X think I oan read it* dome baok in half an hour", 
I said* "But before you go, let me have the names of the most important mem- 
bers of the gang"* 

As soon as the two men from headquarters had reluctantly taken their 
departure I aet to work, and in ton minutes had figuratively ripped a wide 
gash into the thing* Zt was but ten minutes more work to couplets it* 

Presently, there oame a knock* Only twenty-two or throe minutes 
had elapsed* the headquarters men were apparently beyond theaselveB in ax- 
alternant and expeotaney* Simultaneously they shot their question* 

"Got it?" 

"Tea, here you are"* And I sat back and Watched the blank 
look of amassment spread over their faoes as they read the solution* Sorry 1 
oan only give you the start of It but this is how it rans "Dear man of mine* 

I am so glad to hear from you* Tour loiter oams and made me vmnt to snoak up 
to the north room and root in your arms for a moment* I reoall the firot 
time when 1 went out in the boat* It was all so delightful* I recall the 
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daring and intrigue with a thrill that is almost aa much ••*•" and bo on at 
Bono length* truly interesting as a document of ©action, but as to plane, 
oonaplraoies, dope, liquor, or smuggling • not a single word* 

"Is this all? «hy, there mast be a mistake". Captain B~ 



insisted* 



"Not here. Captain, I assure you* This isn't one of those 
Shake spear e-Baoon ciphers* You'll cet the sane answer I get if you want to 
oheok it* here's the oipher alphabet* And I've already examined It to eee 
if there*# a message hidden inside this one • a oipher within a oipher* 

Nothing like that, I*a positive* It means just what it says. Captain, and 
I*a afraid you're on the wrong trail"* 



"lien, what a let-down J" ha oried* "Shucks, let's beat it, 
'n step the inspector from doing something foolish - an' dangerous* Thanks, 
old man* Hope the not one won't be such a false alarm as this"* 

Refreshed, I returned to ay problem - and began for the nine hundred 
and ninety-ninth time to ealsulate the probability of PN 7.cy being the oipher 
equivalent of EiBHY* 



William 7* Friedman '14 



